APPENDIX I

the Arabs ot the eastern and south-eastern wilds as re-
presenting the aborigines of the great peninsula. Maitland
formed a very similar opinion. 'The Arabs of South
Arabia are smaller, darker, coarser featured and nearly
beardless. All authorities agree that the Southern Arabs
are nearly related in origin to the Abyssinians, yet
strange to say it is the Egypto-African race who are
the original Arabs, while the stately Semite of the
north is Arab by adoption and by residence rather than
by descent.'

Thus Captain Thomas's own experience has led him to
form an opinion of the racial affinities of the South Arabs
very similar to that held by Burton and by Maitland-
namely that their nearest kin is to be sought for amongst
the peoples on the African side of the Red Sea rather than
in the Semitic parts of Northern Arabia. Several questions
which he put to the fellows of the Royal Anthropological
Institute as he concluded his second paper reveal the fact
that he awaited expert advice before coming to a final
decision as to the racial nature of the unknown tribes he had
visited and measured. 'Who and whence are these tribes?*
he asked., 'Indigenous ? Of African origin, or have they a
common origin with African tribes, or are none of these
hypotheses tenable ?* In this Appendix we are to attempt to
answer Captain Thomas's questions - so far as the limited
evidence now at our disposal permits definite statements to
be made - for, beyond a doubt, there lie buried in the
sands of Arabia, materials which will yet help anthropolo-
gists not only to return definite answers to Captain Thomas's
questions, but will also throw a new light on the history of
early man in the East.

Before we set out to discuss the Anthropology of the